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Kathy Huff of the Conscious Bean is
one of many Great Falls business

owners who have gone to lengths to
court local customers by responding

to the desires of the community.
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Spring Sale!!!

Stair & Hall Runners

Oriental Rugs
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Area Rugs

Sisal Rugs
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Wool Carpet

In-Home Fabrication

Hardwood
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703-759-9200

SERVING YOU

SINCE 1998

OPEN SUNDAYS

EXCELLENT REPUTATION FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE & SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP

Hardwood
Sand & Finish

SPECIAL

Custom
Stair Rods
Available



Great Falls Connection  ❖  May 6-12, 2009  ❖  3www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

A
s the branch manager at
Washington First Bank,
Mike Vandergrift has been
working with the Great

Falls Business and Professional Asso-
ciation for almost two years to encour-
age residents to spend their money in
Great Falls and help local businesses
network. “The business community in
Great Falls has been a little bit chal-
lenged,” he said. “It seems like we’re
losing businesses.”

Meanwhile, Kathleen Murphy and
Sue Bennett have been spearheading
a buy-local movement through the
Great Falls Citizens Association
(GFCA) for about three years. “Want-
ing to stay semi-rural requires local,
independent small businesses,”
Murphy said.

In the last few months, the two or-
ganizations have begun talks about
joining forces in a buy-local campaign.

“I see the citizens association as a
great avenue of support,” Vandergrift
said. “I think it would behoove us to
get together with them and use their
communications ability.” He noted
that the association had also carried
out considerable research on shop-lo-
cal movements.

A FEW YEARS AGO, the group
brought in speakers and conducted
focus groups to educate residents
about how other communities suc-
ceeded in remaining semi-rural,
Murphy said. One answer was to sup-
port small, local business.

Major chains often are not inter-

ested in locations along roads with
traffic counts as low as Georgetown
Pike and other Great Falls roads,
Murphy said. Meanwhile, residents
prefer small businesses so that the
commercial areas don’t look like ev-
ery other strip mall. “The uniqueness
is coming from the smaller scale,” she
said.

The GFCA started an annual meet-
ing in which local business owners

could tell each other about their businesses
and bring their best customers to testify. “We
wanted to make local residents aware of the
dedication of local businesses to serving
their needs,” she said. Last December’s
meeting was a joint affair with the Business
and Professional Association (BPA), which
has also started hosting networking break-
fasts.

Murphy said the movement seemed to be
taking hold, with a number of local busi-
nesses reporting increases in traffic.

One example of a business dedicated to
meeting the community’s needs, she said,
was the Old Brogue, which added Katie’s
Coffee House after the 2020 survey showed
a desire for a coffee shop. Murphy noted
that the coffee house also invited local art-
ists to show their work there.

Old Brogue owner Mike Kearney agreed
that business owners needed to do more
than implore residents to patronize them.
“As merchants, in order for locals to sup-
port you, you’ve really got to get the pulse
of the community,” he said.

For the first 15 years that Kearney was in
business, he said, he didn’t live in Great Falls

and relied on custom-
ers from Sterling and
Reston to supplement
his client base. How-
ever, in the years since,
he has become more
involved with the com-

munity and seen an increase in local traf-
fic, he said.

Kearney started the Great Falls Charitable
Foundation, which collects donations and
distributes them to local causes. Last year,
he took over the fledgling Great Falls Farm-
ers Market when it was floundering and got
it moved to a more prominent location in
the Village Centre. The coffee shop, with
an average guest check of $3, is not about
making money, he said. It was intended to

create a sense of community to keep people
in town. Kearney said he would like to see
more popular restaurants in town to help
form a nucleus that would draw custom-
ers.

He said another local merchant who went
to lengths to develop a relationship with
the community was the recently opened
wine shop Maison du Vin.

IN THE SHOP, which opened in August,
two tasting machines offer free samples of
16 different wines, and the selection in the
machines rotates regularly. “This is a great
way to discover new stuff,” said proprietor
Vital Hiek. He said the shop also prides it-
self on finding inexpensive, quality wines.
“Our best seller is $6.99,” he said, adding
that the second most popular choice costs
only $3 more. “Those are the types of things
we’re good at finding, and people really
appreciate it.”

On Saturdays, Maison du Vin offers free
tastings, paired with food. Last Saturday, it
was complementary oysters and Muscadet.
“No other wine store would do this,” Hiek
said. The shop also hosts private events for
companies, where guests pay only for hors
d’oeuvres and staff time. The wine is free.
“The benefit we get out of it is more expo-
sure for us,” Heik said.

The shop hosts free wine seminars on
Wednesdays, and it also offers free deliv-
ery. Even after hours, Hiek said, in the case
of a “wine emergency,” customers can call
his cell phone and request a delivery, as he
only lives about a block from the store.

So far, he said, the business model has
been well received, but he said he still
thought he needed to tap into more of the
population.

Another example of establishing bonds
with customers, Kearney said, was
Grandmother’s Back Room, owned by Ginny

T
he warm weather brings out more
than just flowers as scam artists
take to the streets of McLean to

cheat senior citizens out of big money. Pos-
ing as tree trimmers or driveway sealers,
they prey on vulnerable homeowners, of-
ten stealing checkbooks or money from the
house while the owner is distracted. Unli-
censed and uninsured, they offer unreason-
ably low prices for their work, but later raise
the prices to overcharge for shoddy or non-
existent work. Citizens can take some
simple precautions to protect themselves
from these scam artists and help the police
put them out of business [see the sidebar].

The scams begin when the homeowner
answers a door-to-door canvas by the
scammer who offers to do work for a low
price. Usually based out of an unmarked
pickup truck, the one or two scammers so-
licit your business. The pitch may be that a
tree needs trimming, the asphalt driveway
needs sealing or the chimney needs work.
They may even claim to have already per-
formed some repairs and want payment. A
low price is quoted (perhaps a few hundred
dollars), but after the work begins, they
come back with a “re-estimate” at a much
higher amount, usually in the thousands.
Elderly victims may not be willing to con-
test the new price and will pay. Other times
one scammer may distract the victim while
the other scammer enters the house from
another door and takes valuables. Gener-
ally, the owners do not discover until much
later that checks from their checkbook have
been written and cashed by the scammer.

The homeowner can begin to protect him
or herself by demanding to see the license
and bonding of the worker. Without a
contractor’s or solicitor’s license, the
scammer cannot sell anything. They rely on
their “cold call” approach to surprise or
shock the owner into accepting their offer.
Without insurance or bonding, the scammer
may prey upon the homeowner’s insurance
for injuries occurring while on the job. In
addition, the job being requested is often
ill defined without a written contract, so
that the quantity and quality of work, the
materials, and the payment schedule (for
partial payments as some work is com-
pleted) are subject to disagreement.

The primary goal of the scams is to ob-
tain direct payment of the high price for
the substandard job. The secondary goal is
to gain entrance to the owner’s house for
the purposes of stealing money, valuables
or a checkbook. The distraction may come
in the form of engaging the homeowner in
the front yard while a cohort enters the
house through a side or back door. Alter-
nately, the scammer may request a drink of

Photo by Mike DiCicco/The Connection

Ginny Sinclair, right, and employee Tiffany Horairy have succeeded by
running the store only for Sinclair’s love of the work.

Buying into ‘Buy-Local’
As movement
seems to take hold,
GFCA, BPA consider
joining forces.

See Buying Local,  Page 7

“Wanting to stay semi-rural requires
local, independent small businesses.”

— Kathleen Murphy, GFCA

Scams
Blossom in
the Spring
Police  advice: take
precautions against
scam artists.

See Police,  Page 8
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Freedom Hill Flag Chairman Pam Curtin, far left,
presents a new American flag to Daniela Dixon of
the Great Falls Library as chapter regent Michelle
Fontaine Meehan and her daughter, Clare, look on.

Week in Great Falls

DAR Presents Flag
To Great Falls Library

Freedom Hill, the McLean-based DAR chapter, was quick to
respond when it received a call from the Great Falls Library about
its need for a new American flag. Pam Curtin, the chapter’s flag
chairman, along with chapter regent Michelle Fontaine Meehan
and Clare Meehan of the Children of the American Revolution
presented a new flag to the library. Daniela Dixon represented
the Great Falls Library at the ceremony.

Like other chapters in the National Society of the Daughters of
the American Revolution, Freedom Hill is active in promoting
the proper use of the flag and in helping community organiza-
tions replace and properly retire worn flags. Chapter members
can also provide brochures on flag etiquette and other informa-
tion about the flag. For additional information, visit the group’s
booth at McLean Day or contact it its Web site,
www.freedomhilldar.org.

Representing Area in Junior
Leagues Conference

Create the Future’ was the theme of the Association of Junior
Leagues International Inc.’s (AJLI) 87th Annual Conference,
which took place April 23-25, in Atlanta, Ga. Adalene ‘Nene’ Spivy
of Great Falls, Tamara Ashford of Alexandria and Janice ‘J.J.’ Ketzle
of Chantilly represented the Junior League of Northern Virginia
(JLNV). They joined hundreds of delegates from leagues in four
countries to share ideas, recognize accomplishments and develop
leadership skills, all focused on The Junior League Mission of
improving communities through the effective leadership of
trained volunteers. The Junior League of Northern Virginia is an
organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism,
developing the potential of women and improving communities
through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers.
More information can be found at www.jlnv.org or by calling
703-442-4163.

Pictured, from left, are Adalene ‘Nene’ Spivy of
Great Falls, Tamara Ashford of Alexandria and
Janice ‘J.J.’ Ketzle of Chantilly from the Junior
League of Northern Virginia (JLNV).

T
his year’s epic production
by the Margaret Haddad
Studio of Classical Ballet,

to be staged this Saturday, May 9,
will be a dance rendition of “The
Ugly Duckling.”

“I choose well loved stories that
the children know so that they
enjoy playing the different char-
acters,” Haddad said.

The show will include all of the
studio’s students except those
younger than 5 years old. Since 84

dancers fall into that category and
“The Ugly Duckling’s” roster of
characters falls short of that num-
ber, dancers will personify not only
ducks and farm animals and the
occasional fox or crow, but also
bees, dragonflies, water lilies,
wheat fields, stars, the moon, rain
drops, icicles, cherry blossoms and
many other roles normally con-
signed to inanimate props or back-
drops.

The passage of time, and there-
fore the signs of the seasons, plays
a prominent role in the story.

“This is all about characteriza-
tion,” Haddad said. “It’s not easy

to be a bulrush.” Although some
of the dancers were not initially
thrilled to learn that they would
be playing cornflowers or snow-
flakes, Haddad said, they are now
excited to be in the show. “They
thrive on it and they love to per-
form and it gives them so much
confidence and enjoyment,” she
said.

The production entails more
than 200 pieces of costume, which
Haddad designed and the studio’s
ladies and mothers put together.

Preceding “The Ugly Duckling”
will be a few brief performances
by the older girls, including “War-
saw Concerto,” “Earth, Wind and
Fire” and “Liebestraum.” “That’s to
give the older girls something
more sophisticated to work to
achieve,” Haddad said.

— Mike DiCicco

Photos by Mike DiCicco/The Connection

Waterlilies, bulrushes, frogs and dragonflies from Margaret Haddad Ballet Studio’s
upcoming production of “The Ugly Duckling” strike various poses.

Dancers personify everything in the story, even rain and the river.

One Graceful Duckling
Haddad Ballet
Studio performs
“The Ugly
Duckling”
this Saturday.

Tickets and Times
“The Ugly Duckling” will show at

South Lakes High School, 11400 South
Lakes Drive, Reston at 2 and 7 p.m. on
Saturday, May 9. To order tickets, call
703-759-3366.
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STORE CLOSING

M – F 10:00 to 5:30    SAT 10:00 to 5:00
703-821-3344

6649 Old Dominion Drive • McLean, VA

not just another

LIQUIDATION

JEWELRY SALE
SAVINGS UP TO

50%

HURRY….THIS STORE IS CLOSING
COME IN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

$1000 DRAWING
TOWARDS MERCHANDISE

EVERYTHING MUST GO AT
UNBELIEVABLE PRICES

HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF
EARRINGS WATCHES NECKLACES
DIAMONDS RINGS BRACELETS

Great Falls Woman’s Club hosted
its 27th Annual Poetry Contest and
Luncheon on April 24 at a Great
Falls Country Club. The contest
took place in partnership with
Great Falls Elementary School and
demonstrates the mutual support
of a commitment to poetry and the
language arts with the enhance-
ment of each student’s creative
process.

Nine students from Great Falls
Elementary School received

awards for their poetry. The stu-
dents, parents, teachers, Principal
Ernest Leighty and Vice-Principal
Barbara DeHart attended the
event along with members of the
Great Falls Woman’s Club.

First, second and third grade
winners had been selected from
grades four, five and six. Each stu-
dent delighted the audience as
they read their poems. Three cash
prizes were awarded in each
grade.

Winners of the 2009 HGFWC
Poetry Contest include:

Fourth Grade Division: First
Place, Taylor Shenk; Second Place,
Kristina Mitchell; and Third Place,
Lauren Lateef.

Fifth Grade Division: First Place,
Caroline Bryan; Second Place,
Regan Herberg; and Third Place,
Patrick Dunne.

Sixth Grade Division: First Place,
Harris Lateef; Second Place, Sandy
Tweeten; and Third Place, Sophie
Roberts.

Community

Woman’s Club Honors Young Poets

Nine students
from Great
Falls Elemen-
tary School
received
awards for
their poetry.

Nadia Lateef is a member of GFWC and a volunteer at the
poetry contest.

GFWC members Diana Harper and Alyx Hazard with
GFWC President Judy Smith.

Photos

contributed
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Opinion

A
 look at the records of more than
1,000 homes that sold in March,
2009 in our area offers a glimpse of
a sales at the top and bottom of the

market.
In March in Northern Virginia, hundreds of

homes, mostly condos and townhouses, sold
for less than $250,000.

About half or more of these were likely fore-
closures or distressed proper-
ties, but all movement in the
real estate market is a good
sign, clearing out inventory.

Many of the families whose homes sold and
closed in March are now able to move up in
the market; there are unusually good prices
available on homes at all entry points right
now.

In the City of Alexandria, at least five
townhouses sold for under $250,000, with
more than two dozen condominiums selling
for under $200,000. At the other end, five
homes sold for more than $1 million.

In Arlington, 14 sales closed for under
$200,000, and 14 more between $200,000 and
$250,000. There was movement at the high
end too, with the sale of one condominium for
$5.65 million, plus eight more homes selling
for more $1 million in March alone.

Looking for a single family home under

$200,000? Among the nearly 50 March sales
under $200,000 in Sterling were a dozen single
family detached homes, with many more un-
der $300,000.

More than 20 townhouses sold in Herndon
for under $200,000.

In Mount Vernon, the top home sold for
$2.65 million, while nearby a variety of bar-
gains sold for remarkably low prices in the
Route 1 corridor, including 29 condos and
townhouses for under $100,000. Twenty more
condos, townhouses and duplexes sold in
March in the area for between $100,000 and
$200,000.

In Reston, one condo sold for $1.1 million,
while there were 13 sales of condos and
townhouses for under $200,000.

In Burke, 15 homes sold for under $250,000
in March, mostly townhouses.

In Centreville in March, 22 townhouses sold
for under $200,000.

In Springfield in March, there were 31 sales

Hopeful Home Sales
of condos and townhouses for under $250,000.

In Fairfax Station and Clifton, 22 homes sold
for more than $500,000, with two sales over
$1 million in March. In Lorton in March, 10
townhouses sold for under $200,000.

In Great Falls, only one home in March sold
for less than $500,000, but there were five
homes sold for more than $1 million.

In McLean, one home sold for $3.4 million,
with eight more homes selling in March for
more than $1 million. A handful of condos sold
in McLean for under $250,000.

In Vienna, eight homes sold in March for
more than $1 million, while nine condos and
townhouses sold for under $300,000.

For specific addresses and home sales by
town for March, see http://www.connection-
n e w s p a p e r s . c o m / a r t i c l e . a s p ? a r t i c l -
e=%20328003&paper=%2059&cat=228.
April home sales will be posted after May 20.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

First time homebuyers
get shot at affordable
homeownership;
domino effect helps
all homeowners.

Editorials

In the Interests of Public Health
W

hile it’s a huge topic for discussion,
no one really has any idea what the
future holds for us and the so-called

swine flu. It’s reasonable to predict that in the
next few weeks, it will turn up in Northern
Virginia.

With the Centers for Disease Control calling
for the closing of schools where cases are con-
firmed, we might well be facing one or more
schools that are unexpectedly closed.

But we question whether such a policy is
considering all aspects of public health. When
an elementary school, for example, is closed,
how do families that depend on two incomes

or single parent families cope? In any less af-
fluent area, what percentage of children might
be home alone because parents have no sick
leave or vacation time?

In middle school, students are nominally
more able to be home alone for some period
of time, but we know there are consequences
to unsupervised adolescents in terms of risky
behavior.

Let’s take the actions necessary to stem a
crisis, but let’s not lose sight of other risks in
the process.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

By Bill Mims

Attorney General of Virginia

T
he number of home fore
closures in Virginia rose
from 24,000 in 2007 to

68,000 last year. As of December
2008, about 20 percent of all
homeowners nationwide owed
more on their house than its cur-
rent market value.

These economic realities breed
those who wish to prey on
homeowners. Reports of such un-
scrupulous persons posing as
mortgage loan modification or
foreclosure prevention companies
have risen across the nation in re-
cent years. The last thing dis-
tressed Virginians need is to be
misled by opportunists.

In a phony counseling scam,
someone tells you that he can help
you negotiate a workout deal or
refinancing with your lender if you
pay him first. In the end, they take
your money and do nothing.

Our office worked
to craft new laws,
which go into effect
July 1, to protect
homeowners. One
such law will amend
the Virginia Con-
sumer Protection Act
to make it clear that
mortgage foreclosure
operators are not per-
mitted to charge ad-
vance fees for mort-
gage foreclosure pre-
vention transactions.
Homeowners can protect them-
selves by avoiding a business that:

❖ guarantees it can stop the
foreclosure process, no matter
what your circumstances

❖ instructs you not to contact
your lender, lawyer or credit coun-
selor

❖ collects a fee before provid-
ing any services

❖ requires you to make mort-
gage payments to it as opposed to

your lender or
servicer.

All Virginians
facing foreclosure
are encouraged to
work directly with
your lender or
servicer to see
whether a loan
modification or
other relief is pos-
sible. Virginians
also may consult
with a HUD-ap-
proved foreclosure

avoidance counselor, or in the al-
ternative, the Homeownership
Preservation Foundation’s HOPE
Hotline, toll-free at 1-888-995-
HOPE.

Consumer protection is an im-
portant statutory duty of the Of-
fice of the Attorney General, and
our staff can help. In an age of in-
creased consumer issues, we all
must continue to be educated and
vigilant.

Protecting Homeowners Letters

Donated Photo

Attorney General
Bill Mims

Timeframe Is 75,
Not 45 Days

To the Editor:
I am writing in response to the

letter to the editor from a P. Butler
in McLean entitled [“Wrong Way
To Gain Name Recognition,” Great
Falls Connection, April 29-May 5,
2009].

This letter claimed it was illegal
to put up signs “until 45 days be-
fore the June 9 primary election”
and criticized our campaign for
doing so. In fact, the law states
that the timeframe is 75 days not
45 days. The permit form states:
“no signs shall be erected earlier
than seventy five (75) days prior
to the nomination, election or ref-
erendum.”

I won’t address the other gratu-
itous and inaccurate characteriza-
tions in the letter, but I appreciate
The Connection acknowledging
the inaccurate premise of this let-
ter. And in the future, we appreci
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

Buying Local Takes Hold
From Page 3

See Great Falls,  Page 16

Sinclair. “She does it because she
loves the people,” he said.

This turns out to be literally true,
as Sinclair said she paid the two
girls who help her run the gift and
clothing shop for infants and chil-
dren, but not herself. “I don’t take
any money from the store because
it’s a joy for me,” she said.

Sinclair has operated
the shop for 14 years but
has lived in Great Falls
for 42 years. She re-
called the many small
shops that had popu-
lated Great Falls Village
Centre when it was new.
Now, only a few shops
remain.

“I think one thing is
that [residents] think if it’s a little
place it’s got to be a boutique, and
it isn’t true,” she said, noting that
she sells quality products at prices
lower than the malls. She said she
had seen some businesses assume
that Great Falls residents were in
the market for expensive goods
and then go under.

However, Sinclair said her sales
have increased this year.

“Something’s taken hold,” she
said.

Murphy said that Great Dogs of
Great Falls and the Conscious Bean
coffee shop were two businesses
that had opened with the
community’s desires in mind and
in response to the shop-local
movement and 2020 Vision survey.

“Part of my business plan is the

local thing,” said Linda Waitkus,
owner of Great Dogs, which offers
grooming, food, treats, toys,
leashes and other dog supplies. A
Great Falls resident, she knew the
community had a large dog popu-
lation.

Waitkus also took the number of
people in the community, com-
pared it to the national percent-
age for dog ownership and calcu-

lated that Great Falls could sup-
port such a store. She made sure
her prices were competitive with
similar shops in Tysons Corner and
Reston.

Since Waitkus opened in No-
vember, she said, traffic has ex-
ceeded her expectations. “I think
people are appreciative of the fact
that they can buy local at a good

price,” she said.
Waitkus also said she

thought customers ap-
preciated the store’s
dogs-welcome policy.

In order to establish
herself as part of the
community, Waitkus
took the top sponsorship
for the coming Spring
Festival.

“I think we have a wonderful
neighborhood … and people are
desirous to support local busi-
nesses if they get what they want
in price and product,” Waitkus
said.

She noted that all her publicity
thus far had come from word of
mouth. “That’s one of the things
we have to do as a community.”

News

“As merchants, in order for
locals to support you, you’ve
really got to get the pulse of
the community.”

— Mike Kearney, Old Brogue owner
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Our remodeled apartments include:
Completely updated kitchens
Elegant new bathrooms
Washers and dryers in most apartments
Recessed lighting and crown molding

Plus, talk with our staff about our move-in specials
and how we can help with the sale of your home!

From Page 3

Police Alert against Scam Artists
water or to use a bathroom.

Once inside, any distraction allows
one or more of the scammers the
freedom to look for valuables.

The scams can take several
forms and the participants can
even claim to be working for the
county or the power company. The
most common is the tree trimming
pitch. The scammer appears to
notice some trees that need work
and offers a low price to cut them.
Later, while the work is underway,

the owner is approached with a
new assessment of the amount of
work that is required. The price is
inflated and the owner may feel
obligated to continue with the
work. Another type of scam is the
driveway sealer who offers a very
low price. The owner gets an ap-
parently sealed asphalt driveway,
but in reality, used motor oil has
been poured on the driveway, ru-
ining the asphalt and killing any
adjacent grass. The repair ex-
penses to fix this mess greatly out-

weigh any savings offered by the
cheap price of the sealing job. A
third type of scam is the spring
cleanup offer, in which “fertilizer”
is spread and “chemicals” are
sprayed. In fact, little good is done
for the landscape and the owner’s
money is wasted. Finally, there is
the chimney or roof repair scam.
Again, a low price is the lure, but
the work is of poor quality or per-
haps not even performed.

—Walter Lazear

Send School Notes to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Letters written by journalism students
at Cooper Middle School were sent
to President Barack Obama and are in-
cluded in the book “Dear President
Obama:  Letters of Hope From Children
Across America.”  Students were encour-
aged to address their individual
concerns, ask difficult questions, and
congratulate him. Five Cooper Middle
School students will have their complete
letters published in the book, and 17 will
have excerpts of their letters included.

Lamvy Le of Langley High School
was named a Gold Award winner and
Ashley Goh of Marshall High School
and Jennifer Phan of Falls Church
High School were named Silver Award
winners at the National Scholastic Art
Awards.

Alexandra Sandlin of Kilmer
Middle School was named a Gold Award
winner and Ashley Goh of Marshall
High School, Jennifer Phan of Falls
Church High School and Brendan
Logue of Thoreau Middle School were
named Silver Award winners at the Na-
tional Scholastic Art Awards.

Student journalists from Oakton
High School won awards at the Journal-
ism Education Association/National
Scholastic Press Association Spring Na-
tional High School Journalism
Convention. The school’s newspaper,
“The Oakton Outlook,” won Best of
Show in the newspaper 17+ pages cat-
egory with Editors Matt Johnson,
Ethan Doyle, and Danielle
Holstrom  and advisor Chad
Rummel accepting the award. The
yearbook, “Paragon,” won Best of Show
in the yearbook 325+ pages category,
with editor Leeann Elias and Rummel

accepting. Johson, Nathan Smith, and
Anthony Barba won awards in the
Write-Off  Contest.

The Oakton High School Dance
Team is holding tryouts at Oakton High
School on May 5-7, 2009.  For more infor-
mation, go to www.oaktonathletics.org
and click on “dance team.”

Mina Noorbakhs, a Vienna native
and graduate of George C. Marshall
High School, won third place in the art/
illustrations category in the Virginia
Press Association’s College Newspaper
Contest for her work on Virginia Tech’s
Collegiate Times.

Erin Ellis, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Mervyn I. Ellis of McLean, and Bennett
Silverman, son of Dr. and Mrs. Robert
A. Silverman of McLean, were named to
the Winter Term 2009 Dean’s List at
Choate Rosemary Hall in Wallingford,
Conn.

School Notes
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Why?
We invite everyone to
come participate in our
annual patient apprecia-
tion day! On this special
day, we offer free consul-
tations for new patients,
free adjustments for exist-
ing patients, free seated
massage, free mini acu-
puncture treatments, free
healthy snacks, free sco-
liosis and allergy screen-
ings.  Also kids can enjoy
bouncing in our castle
moon bounce and having
their face painted.
NOW THAT’S A LOT
OF FREE STUFF!!!

Free Services for Everyone!!!

May 9th
9:00 am to 2:00 pm  • Walk-ins only!!!

Where:
754 Walker Rd. • Great Falls, VA

(703)757-5817

Fun For The
Whole Family!!!

Vienna Quilt Shop

Quintessential Quilts
• Custom work in our atelier
• Memory Quilts & Bears
• Restoration     • Fine gifts
• Monogramming

Traditional
Contemporary

Since 1987

396 Maple Avenue East, Vienna

703-281-4091
www.QuiltDoctor.com

50%
OFF
SALE

ate that The Connection usually
does make it a practice to print the
entire name of those submitting
letters to the editor so your read-
ers know who is providing such
information.

Sean Harrison
Campaign Manager

Comstock For Delegate

Letters

Health Hazard
At Marshall High

To the Editor:
Given the current emphasis on

hand washing, it is encouraging to
learn that we will be voting on a
school bond. Perhaps the wording
for the bond could be adjusted to
include all schools that have
spring-loaded faucets in the wash
rooms. Marshall High School is an
example where faucets in the wash
rooms make it virtually impossible
for students to wash their hands
because one hand must be press-
ing down on the spring-loaded

faucet to make the water run. I
don’t understand why over the
years parents have not been loudly
protesting this health hazard.

Betty Stacey
McLean

From Page 6
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Se Habla Español • statefarm.com
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
11736 Bowman Green Dr. • Reston, VA
703-435-2300 • Across from Reston Town Center

Find out why more people trust State Farm
for car insurance. See if you qualify for
Multi-Car and Multiple Line Discounts.
Call me today.

Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

WEDNESDAY/MAY 6
Pork and Pinot Noir. 6:30 p.m.,

Wildfire Restaurant Tysons Galleria,
1714 U International Drive, McLean.
$65. Contact 703-442-9110 or
www.wildfirerestaurant.com for
reservations.

Photo Journey to Africa. 7 p.m.,
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Join Great Falls
Friends as Barb and Ken Chen share
their journey to Zambia, Botswana
and South Africa through
photographs. Call 703-757-8560.

Jammin’ Juniors. 12:30 p.m., McLean
Central Park, 1468 Dolley Madison
Blvd., McLean. Billy Jonas performs
as part of a series for children ages 2-
5. Free. Call 703-790-0123.

THURSDAY/MAY 7
Kris Delmhorst. 8 p.m., Jammin’ Java,

227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $17. Call
703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

Catherine Claire Larson. 7 p.m.,
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Larson is author of
“As We Forgive,” based on
experiences interviewing survivors of
the Rwandan genocide. Free.
Registration required; call 703-757-
8560.

FRIDAY/MAY 8
“Crossing Delancy.” 8 p.m., Vienna

Community Center, 120 Cherry St.
S.E., Vienna. Tickets available at the
Community Center. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.gov.

Meiko and Corey Chisel, 7 p.m., at
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $12. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

Evenout Reunion Show with Numa, 8
p.m. at Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $12. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

SATURDAY/MAY 9
“Crossing Delancy.” 8 p.m., Vienna

Community Center, 120 Cherry St.
S.E., Vienna. Tickets are available at
the Community Center. 703-255-6360
or www.viennava.gov.

Plant and Craft Sale. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 8991
Brook Road, McLean. Annuals,
flowering hanging baskets, handmade
glass items, jewelry, scarves, pottery,
handmade soaps and more. $1 adults,
children free.
www.stthomasmcleanva.org or 703-
442-0330.

Red Grammer. 2 p.m., Alden Theatre,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. Red
Grammar will perform music for the
whole family. $12/person, $8/district
residents. Stop by the Alden Theatre
Box Office or call 703-573-SEAT to
purchase tickets.

Riverbend Park Plant Sale. 8 a.m.-1
p.m., Great Falls Grange Pavilion,
9818 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.
Proceeds help support summer staff
and educational programs at
Riverbend Park. Call Tim Hackman at
703-759-6414.

Living Wreath Workshop. 10 a.m.,
Meadowlark Botanical Gardens, 9750
Meadowlark Gardens Court, Vienna.
Create a wreath using annuals on a
moss frame. Topics include soil mixes,
maintenance requirements and
suitable plants. $30. Reservations
required; call 703-255-3631.

Politicks and Echo Boom, 10:30 p.m.
at Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 in advance, $12 at the
door. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

SUNDAY/MAY 10
Life and Art of Tennessee

Williams. 1 p.m., McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. Rick Davis on
Tennessee Williams’ major works.
Free. 703-790-0123.

Night of the Living Shred with Joe
Stump, 8 p.m. at Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $15. 703-255-
1566 or jamminjava.com.

MONDAY/MAY 11
Read Around the World. 4 p.m. at

the Dolley Madison Library, 1244 Oak
Ridge Ave., McLean. Globetrotting
games and books that travel. Age 6-
12. 703-356-0770.

Open Mic Showcase hosted by Ron
Goad, 7 p.m. at Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. 703-255-1566
or jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/MAY 12
Fastball. 8 p.m., Jammin’ Java., 227

Maple Ave., Vienna. Pop-rock. $14/
person. Call 703-255-1566.

Perspectives Speaker Series. 7:30
p.m., McLean Community Center,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. Lisa
Scottoline, author of legal thrillers set
in Philadelphia, will speak. Each
attendee will receive a free copy of
her book, “Look Again.” Free. Call
703-488-8336, TTY: 711.

Fastball “Little White Lies” CD
Release with Nate Ihara, 8 p.m.
at Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $15. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

Anthony Johnson. 12 p.m., Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer Fellowship
Hall, 1545 Chain Bridge Road,
McLean. Anthony Johnson Jamaica’s
Ambassador to the U.S., will address
the Rotary Club of McLean. Johnson
will discuss the effects of the
economic crisis on Caribbean
countries. Visit
www.mcleanrotary.org.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 13
 George Stanford, Shane Gamble

and Charlie Duda, 7:30 p.m. at
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 in advance, $12 at the
door. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/MAY 14
Daryl Davis, 8-10 p.m. at The Old

Town Hall, 3999 University Drive,
Fairfax. 7:30 beginner lessons. $10.
703-414-1745 or
www.headoverheelsdancecom.

Terri Hendrix and Lloyd Maines, 8
p.m. at Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $15. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

FRIDAY/MAY 15
Enter the Haggis, 7:30 p.m. and 10

p.m. at Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $15. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

Classics for Brass. 7:30 p.m., St. Luke
Catholic Church, 7001 Georgetown
Pike, McLean. Classics for Brass
showcases the Washington Symphonic
Brass and trumpeter Vince Martino
perform a range of brass favorites.
$30/adults, $15/seniors and students.
703-356-0670 or www.wsbrass.com.

Bill Emerson and the Sweet Dixie
Band. 6:30 p.m., Vienna Town
Green, 144 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
Bring a lawn chair or blanket for
seating. Free. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.gov.

SATURDAY/MAY 16
Breezing Along the Boardwalk. 6-11

p.m., Sheraton Premiere at Tysons
Corner, 8661 Leesburg Pike, Vienna.

Calendar

“Shenandoah Morning” by Chris Rollins. The work of
Chris Rollins, a Great Falls artist and photographer, will be
displayed in an exhibition titled “Images and Reflections”
May 4-30 at Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. A reception will be held Saturday, May 9.
Contact 703-759-6873 or chrollins@cox.net.

All proceeds from this event will
support the “Who Will Teach Them?”
fund. $200/person. Contact Monise
Quidley or Sarah Caldwell at 703-
941-8810 or
www.phillipsprograms.org.

LEGO Building Competition. 12:30-
3:30 p.m., Tysons Corner Center,
1961 Chain Bridge Road, McLean.
Habitat for Humanity of Northern
Virginia is hosting a LEGO building
competition for youths between the
ages of fifth-tenth grade. Participants
are required to raise $75 to
participate in the event to support the
work of Habitat for Humanity of
Northern Virginia prior to the event.
Call 70 3-521-9890, ext. 105.

Saturday Jazz. 6:30 p.m., Vienna
Town Green, 144 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. The James Madison High
School Jazz Band performs. Bring a
lawn chair or blanket for seating.
Free. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.gov.

Victorian Hanging Basket
Workshop. 10 a.m., Meadowlark
Botanical Gardens, 9750 Meadowlark
Gardens Court, Vienna. Laurie Short,
horticulturist, on filling a moss-
covered basket with foliage and
flowering plants. Topics include soil
mixes, fertilizers, maintenance
requirements and appropriate plants.
$30/person. Reservations required;
call 703-255-3631.

SUNDAY/MAY 17
Asylum Street Spankers “Sausage

Fest 2009.” 8 p.m. at Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $17. 703-
255-1566 or jamminjava.com.

Spring Hill Fun Run. 7:30 a.m.,
Spring Hill Elementary School, 8201
Lewinsville Road, McLean. Participate
in the second-ever Spring Hill
Elementary School 3K Fun Run. Open
to all Spring Hill students, families,
staff and friends. All students in third
grade or younger must be
accompanied by a registered adult.

$15/person; return registration form
(available at the school) and payment
to the school or mail to Spring Hill
Fun Run, 8201 Lewinsville Road,
McLean, VA 22102. Same-day
registration available. 703-506-3400.

Marshall Artz. 6:30 p.m., Vienna Town
Green, 144 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
Bring a lawn chair or blanket for
seating. Free. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.gov.

Hosta Horticulture. 2:30 p.m., Falls
Church Community Center, 223 Little
Falls St., Falls Church. The Old
Dominion Chrysanthemum Society
presents Monty Cross, an expert in
Hosta horticulture. Open to the
public. Free. 703-560-8776.

The Rob Hornfeck Enterprise and
Tribal Mind, 2 p.m. at Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $8.
703-255-1566 or jamminjava.com.

An exhibition entitled
“PENLAND: Great Artists,
Great Teachers” will be on
display through July 17 at
Habatat Galleries, 8020
Towers Crescent Drive, Tysons
Corner. The exhibition features
artists who have taught at
Penland School of Crafts. Call
703-989-7110 or e-mail
infoVA@ habatatgalleries.com.

An exhibition by artist
Madeleine Chen entitled
“Time & Space” will be on
display through June 5 at the
Village Green Shopping
Center, 513 Maple Ave. W.,
Vienna. Chen uses oil, water-
color, collage, acrylic and
Chinese brush. Call 703-319-
3220, e-mail
tmchen3@juno.com or visit
www.viennaartssociety.org.

 “Disambiguation: New
Works,” an exhibition of
large-scale digital images by
Franz Jantzen, is open at the
Emerson Gallery at the
McLean Project for the Arts,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.

“Arches,” an exhibition of
studies of architectural spaces
abstracted and executed in
recycled wool  by Roslyn
Logsdon, is open at the Atrium
Gallery at the McLean Project
for the Arts, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean.

“Undone: New Work,”
an exhibition of portrait-based
works translated to a larger
scale using recycled fabric and
stitching by Aliza Lelah, is
open at the Ramp Gallery at
the McLean Project for the
Arts, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean.

Galleries
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Mother’s Day. Brunch Accordingly.
 Mother’s Day was made for Brunch at

Market Street Bar & Grill
May 10, 2009

10:30 AM – 3:00 PM

Let us do the work for her with our signature
Champagne Brunch. Your family will indulge

in a bountiful seafood display, gourmet omelet
station, made to order waffles, succulent carved

meats and a dessert station to satisfy
every mom’s sweet tooth.

For Reservations please call 703.925.8280

$59.00* Per Person
$29.00* Per Child (Ages 5-12)

Children ages 4 and under Free
*Plus Tax & Gratuity

Mother’s Day Photos

Barbara Comstock, Caity
Comstock, Julia Lanzara,
Carla Lanzara celebrate
Langley High School Gradu-
ation in June 2006 in
Washington, D.C. Julia and
Caity, a McLean resident,
were both 17.

Great Falls residents
Cynthia Alpert and daugh-
ter Erin, a graduate student
at the University of Pitts-
burgh, after completing the
Port Washington, N.Y.
Thanksgiving Day 5-Mile
Run. The photo was taken
on Thanksgiving Day 2008
when the Alperts partici-
pated in the race with
other family members
while visiting Long Island
for the holiday.
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State Farm Insurance
IN GREAT FALLS

AUTO • HOME • LIFE
HEALTH • FINANCIAL SERVICES

731-C WALKER RD. • GREAT FALL, VA
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

Like A Good Neighbor,
State Farm Is There.®

www.gstephendulaney.com

Mother’s Day Photos

Mother and son, Christo-
pher and Martha Bota of
Great Falls, pictured in
Greece, summer 2008.

Aphrodite Hero of Stratford House in Reston and her
grandson, Keenan Hero, 9, of Great Falls, at a piano
recital in Reston.

Bob and Cindi Harper of
Great Falls submitted this
picture of their daughter-
in-law Amy with 6-month-
old Leah Harper taken on
Easter 2009. ‘When our son
Greg, Amy, and daughters
Sophia and Leah visit us
from their home in Chevy
Chase, D.C., Amy says, It’s
truly over the river and
through the woods.’

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you with
your Mom and The Connection will publish them in our Mother’s Day issue. Be
sure to include some information about what’s going on in the photo, plus your
name and phone number and town of residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

PhotoM@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Great Falls Connection, “Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”
7913 Westpark Dr., McLean, VA 22102

Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped, self-addressed enve-
lope, but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”

If you do not get The Great Falls Connection
delivered to your home, and you would like to…

NOW AVAILABLE
FOR THE FIRST TIME

First class mailed subscriptions with timely
postal carrier delivery: $30 for six months.

Help us meet the costs of providing first-rate
community journalism on newsprint to your
household.

Call 703-917-6480 or e-mail circulation@
connectionnewspapers.com
Note that The Great Falls Connection is delivered to thousands of
selected homes and businesses each week, and is available free and
updated at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Sports

Great Falls Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-917-6439 or  richsand8@aol.com

The McLean Highlanders
continued their winning streak
with a recent 4-3 girls’ softball vic-
tory over Thomas Jefferson. Al-
though Jefferson gave McLean a
battle, the Highlanders were able
to win the Liberty District game in
the eighth inning.

Earlier in the week, the High-
landers had faced South Lakes in
a Monday, April 27 make-up game,
winning the Liberty contest 15-4.
McLean knocked around 18 hits
on offense. Leading the attack
were junior centerfielder Lauren

Sutherland, who
scored twice and
had two hits, and
Megan Sullivan,
who went 3-for-5

with a sacrifice fly.
The Highlanders faced South

Lakes again on Tuesday night,
April 28, winning 18-3. Junior
shortstop Lauren McColgan had
three hits, including two doubles,
along with four stolen bases and
three RBIs. Carolyn Gilbertson had
two hits.

In another recent McLean game,
the Highlanders defeated district
opponent Stone Bridge, 3-2. In the
third inning, McLean, trailing 2-
0, tied the game on a two-run
double into center field by
Sutherland. The extra base hit
plated both freshman left fielder
Allison Wilhelm, who had singled
earlier in the inning, and junior
second baseman Brittany McCray,
who had doubled.

Later, McLean broke the 2-2 tie
with the winning run in the sev-
enth inning when McColgan’s sac-
rifice fly to left field scored sopho-
more Jamie Bell from third. Bell
had doubled earlier before getting
to third on a passed ball.
Sutherland, the Highlanders’
pitcher in the contest, tossed a

Photo Courtesy/Langley Crew

Members of the Langley High boys’ rowing team cel-
ebrate a strong showing at the April 18 Winslow Regatta
on the Occoquan. This Saturday, boys’ and girls’ Saxon
boats will be competing at the Virginia Scholastic Rowing
Championships on the Occoquan.

great game.
In one of McLean’s biggest

games of the season, the Highland-
ers handed district rival Madison
its first loss of the season, 2-0, a
few weeks ago. McLean loaded the
bases in the third inning before
scoring the game’s first run on a
suicide squeeze bunt play, ex-
ecuted beautifully by batter
Carolyn Gilbertson, McLean’s jun-
ior catcher. Bell, who had earlier
started the inning off with a single,
scored on the bunt play.

McLean added its second run in
the top of the seventh inning when
McColgan, after getting into a run-
down between third and home,
slid safely into the plate to make
it 2-0. Moments earlier, McColgan
had belted a two-out double for
the Highlanders before moving to
third one batter later.

Sutherland, the McLean pitcher,
retired the Warhawks in order in
the bottom half of the seventh. The
final out came on a pop out to
shortstop McColgan. Sutherland
pitched an amazing game, facing
27 batters, striking out five and
allowing only five hits.

McLean collected 13 hits on way
to a convincing 9-3 win over Lib-
erty District rival Woodson on
April 16. Then, the following day,
the Highlanders won again, de-
feating cross-down district foe
Langley. McLean junior pitcher
Lauren Sutherland, in the Langley
game, held the Saxons to just two
hits. Both of those base hits came
off the bat of Langley junior
catcher Adrien Engle. Meanwhile,
Langley junior pitcher Shannon
Engle had a strong outing, allow-
ing just four hits. McLean (9-3
overall, 5-1 district) was scheduled
to play district games this week
against Stone Bridge, Madison and
Jefferson.

Sports

Roundups

J
ack McLindon, a senior
at Langley High School,
has signed a national let-

ter of intent to play baseball for
Davidson College (N.C.). The
signing is the culmination of a
recruiting process that saw
McLindon attract the interest of
a number of NCAA Division I
programs.

“I decided early on that I
wanted to go to a school that
provided a top-notch education
with a good baseball staff, fa-
cility and schedule,” said
McLindon. “Davidson met all
my criteria and then some. I feel
very fortunate that they are giv-
ing me this opportunity.”

The switch-hitting McLindon
received First Team All-Liberty
District and Honorable Mention
All-Northern Region honors a
year ago after leading the Sax-

ons with a .411 batting average.
As the Saxons’ shortstop,
McLindon had a .915 fielding per-
centage, handling 82 putouts and
assists. He also averaged two
strikeouts per inning as the team’s
relief pitcher closer with a fastball
that reached 87mph.

This season, McLindon leads the
Saxons with a .450 batting aver-
age and 10 runs batted in. He is
again anchoring the infield at

shortstop and on the mound he
is 1-0 with two saves and a 0.00
ERA. The senior-laden Saxons
are 8-2 under the leadership of
first-year Coach Kevin Healy
and are among the top teams
in the Northern Region.

During the summer and fall
over the last two years,
McLindon played for the Rich-
mond Braves, an elite program
that is comprised of top play-
ers from across the country. He
joins an impressive list of
Braves alumni who have re-
ceived college scholarships or
been drafted by major league
teams.

Davidson is a highly selective
independent liberal arts college
for 1,700 students, located 20
minutes north of Charlotte in
Davidson, N.C. The baseball
team competes in the Southern
Conference.

“I want to thank my family
and all my coaches for helping
me along the way,” said
McLindon. “I hope to have a
great senior year for Langley
and then make everyone proud
of me once I get to Davidson.”

McLindon Set To Take
His Game to Davidson

Photo Courtesy

of Langley Baseball

Langley High baseball
player Jack McLindon.

Langley senior
has been a
Saxon stabilizer
at shortstop.

The McLean High boys’ la-
crosse team ended its regular
season with Liberty District losses
to Marshall, 8-6, and Stone Bridge,
13-3. McLean senior co-captains
Grayson Dahl, Tyler Quinn and
Brad Mason continued to play
strong and had outstanding sea-
sons. Dahl, a fourth year varsity
player for the Highlanders, had a
particularly stellar season at the
long-pole mid-field position. He is
a two-time all-Liberty District se-
lection and also made All-Region
Honorable Mention last year. In
the Fall Elite Lacrosse League,
Grayson was voted by the coaches
as one of the top 10 players in the
league. Grayson recently signed to
play college lacrosse at Division1
Brigham Young University next
school year.

The Madison High girls’
softball team lost a tough Lib-
erty District game at Marshall, 6-
5, on April 22. Unfortunately, it
rained throughout the game.
Madison entered the sixth inning
leading 2-1. But Marshall, after an
error, a base hit and a wild pitch,
was able to take a 3-2 lead into
the seventh inning. In that final
frame, Madison had four base hits
in the driving rain and after a

Statesman error, was able to take
a 5-3 lead. In the bottom half of
the seventh, with field conditions
becoming sloppy, Marshall was
able to pull out the victory with
the help of a hit batter, two
Warhawk errors and a solid double
to left to plate the tying and win-
ning runs.

On offense for Madison, EmJ
Fogel led the way, going 3-for-4,
and Toni MacReynolds and Rachel
Daul contributed two hits each.
Sam Brady went the distance on
the mound, giving up five hits, a
walk and a hit batter. The loss
dropped the Warhawks to second
place in the district with four games
remaining in the regular season. In
its previous game, Madison came
away with a 5-1 road win over dis-
trict rival Langley. Brady started in
the circle and pitched six innings,
giving up her first earned run of
the season in the first inning — a
solo home run. She recorded seven
strikeouts, no walks and scattered
four hits. Nina Waters worked the
seventh to preserve the victory.

Madison’s defense had another
great game, committing no errors
on the night. Alexa Fleming made
a running catch in right field.
Laura Wolff, after catching a ball
in center field, fired home to nail

a runner trying to tag-up. On of-
fense, the Warhawks amassed 10
hits, with Ashley Meister and Kaila
Conlon each getting two hits and
Fogel collecting two RBIs. The win
improved Madison’s season record
to 13-1.

The Sixth Annual George C.
Marshall High Golf Tourna-
ment, which will benefit the
school’s football program, will
take place on Sunday, May 17 at
the 18-hole, par 71 championship
Penderbrook Golf Club course. A
shotgun start will get things un-
derway at 1 p.m. The day of golf
will feature contests in the follow-
ing categories: hole-in one, clos-
est to the pin, longest drive; and
putting. Also, the event will in-
clude silent auctions and raffles,
personalized carts and green fees,
goodie bags, beverage carts, free
round of golf coupons, registration
snacks and a dinner immediately
following the tournament. Cost for
a single golfer is $150 and $500
for a foursome. Make checks pay-
able to Marshall Football Boosters.
Sponsors are wanted. For more
information, contact Marshall
football coach Bill Lapthorn at
William.Lapthorn@fcps.edu, or
call him at 513-349-5525.
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MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

Dream Keeper Performs at
Conscious Bean
The band Dream Keeper will be playing at the Conscious
Bean Coffee House every Saturday in May and June from
4-6 p.m. The Conscious Bean Coffee House is located at
10123 Colvin Run Road in Great Falls. Dream Keeper
includes Jeannie Flinchbaugh on electric flute accompa-
nied by singers and other musicians, usually a guitarist
and/or keyboards. The group plays an eclectic mix of
blues, folk, pop and classic rock with a love for improvi-
sation, harmony and a few bad jokes.

Life Scout Garrett Pan recently completed his BSA
Eagle Service Project entitled “Residential E-Waste
Recycling Education ‘n Action”. Major supporters
included key community environmental and tech-
nology leaders and organizations. The project coin-
cided with the Earth Day commemoration helping
to educate and promote action to help protect envi-
ronment.

Pan is a Life Scout with Troop 55 of Great Falls,
currently serving as the Assistant Senior Patrol Leader
for the troop. He is a freshman at the Landon School
of Bethesda attending an immersion program in
China this summer and hopes to continue his efforts
to avert the problems associated with improper E-
Waste recycling and the detrimental impact on the
environment.

Pan Completes Eagle Service Project

Jo Hodgin (Wolftrap), Chris Eckert (Wolftrap), Garrett Pan
(Scout), Del. Ken Plum (D-36), Mimi Flaherty (Wolftrap),
Gary Pan (NVTC, Wolftrap & Panacea Consulting), Jeremy
Farber (PC Recyclers)

Garrett Pan by a stack of
obsolete PCs

Contributed
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Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134
Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075

Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516
First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525

The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400

New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233
Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594

Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700
Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ... 703-560-6336

Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ... 703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...  703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your
Faith Community

call Karen at:
(703) 917-6468

b

b

Mold, mildew, and water leaking into your basement
causes health problems and foundation damage. What
can be done to fix the problem? Allstate American
Waterproofing is an honest, hardworking, local
company. We will give you a FREE evaluation and
estimate and a fair price. We have repaired thousands
of basements in the area; we can provide local
references. When your neighbors needed waterproofing
they called Allstate American. Why don’t you? Call now
to receive a 20% discount with your free inspection.

VA contractors #2705024162A

1-800-420-7783

WET BASEMENTS STINK!!

News

From Page 3

Great Falls Increasingly ‘Buys Local’

Photo by Mike DiCicco

The Connection

Two wine-tasting machines in Vital Hiek’s recently
opened Maison du Vin have proved to draw customers.

Kathy Huff, owner of the Con-
scious Bean, said the desire for a
coffee shop expressed in the 2020
survey cemented her decision to
set up shop in Great Falls, as the
Reston resident had been consid-
ering some other areas as well.
Although Huff has made extensive
efforts to respond to her custom-
ers’ suggestions in the 10 months
the shop has been open and is
putting off her grand opening un-
til fall to continue listening to the
community, she has not had
enough business to sustain the
shop thus far.

“The people we have here are
extraordinarily loyal. They love us
and we’ve become part of their
daily lives,” she said. “But I don’t
see the community responding as
a community.”

Originally, the store was only
going to be a coffee shop, but cus-
tomers had asked for food as well,
Huff said.

Now, soups, yogurt, sandwiches,
salads, baked goods and other
foods — all organic and from lo-
cal sources — are available.
French toast is on the way, in re-

THE STORE does not sell pro-
cessed foods. “I have the best that
you can get because it’s real,” Huff
said. For example, she spent six
months looking for a local baker
who made everything from scratch
with whole ingredients before de-
ciding to partner with Patisserie
Lille of Herndon. The eggs for the
french toast will come from an
Amish farmer.

“It resonates with everyone,” she
said. “It speaks to their soul.”

The Conscious Bean, in accor-
dance with its name, sources its
coffee beans from organic farms
with philanthropic track records.

The shop also carries locally
made greeting cards and shows art
by members of Great Falls Studios.

Huff said the store’s location in
Colvin Run Shopping Center could
be part of the problem. Also, she
said the signs she puts up along
Leesburg Pike regularly disappear,
along with signs advertising other
Great Falls businesses. She said she
had been told the culprit was a
neighbor who wanted to discour-
age traffic on Colvin Run Road.
Either way, Huff said she needed
more of the community to turn

out. “They’ve got to, because we
will have to go away if they don’t.”

Kearney said Vandergrift also
exemplified the local business
model. His bank is only a couple
of years old, Kearney said, “but
you can tell he has quite the love
of the community.”

Vandergrift said he tried to be a
resource not only for clients, but
also for other local businesses.
“One of the things I love about
being a banker is I really get to
know about people’s businesses,”
he said, noting that this allowed
him to connect needs to suppliers.
“If I bank for both of them, then I
benefit as well, so it’s a very win-
win situation.”

He is also about to play in the
Great Falls Charitable
Foundation’s golf tournament, and
the bank helps supply fireworks
for the Fourth of July celebration
each year.

Kearney said he thought the
push to support local businesses
was gaining traction, and he said
he has seen a large influx of pa-
tronage in the last year. “I really
do know a lot of loyal Great Falls
residents,” he said.

sponse to further suggestions.
“That’s the big difference between

a corporation and a business,”
Huff said.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

George Ruben
Electrical & Handyman

Services
Serving No. Va. for 20 Years

703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

“For all your Home Improvement and Remodeling Needs”

“We’ll beat our competitior’s price by 10%”

Patrick Strawderman
571-221-2013
703-577-0689

Fax: 703-272-3413
E-mail: mandscustom@yahoo.com

Free Estimates

M&S              KITCHENS AND BATHSCusto
m

Custo
m

KITCHENS KITCHENS

Lawn Mowing
Mulching & more!

Call Mark for free est,

703-868-7831

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Administrative Assistant 
Part Time, 24 hrs per week. Required 
computer skills  include  a strong knowl-
edge of Excel; Power Point; Outlook. 
Organizational and multi-tasking skills a 
must. E-mail resume with references to 
jwhite@weichertrealtors.net, subject 
line  ‘Employment Inquiry’.   EOE

DENTAL ASSISTANT
General dentist office located in Vienna 
seeks Dental Assistant.  Mon.-Thurs. 

Experience necessary.
Phone: 703-255-0040.  

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

HOUSE CLEANERS
PT/FT. M-F.  Day work.  Sal. range  $10-14/hr. 
Will train. Car necessary. Call 703-255-0746

Medical Services Manager 
sought by OB/GYN Center, of Vienna, 
VA.  Supervise adm, nursing, technical 
& maintenance personnel; Establish ob-
jectives & evaluative criteria; Oversee 
recruitment & training; Develop & main-
tain comp record managmnt syst; Devel-
op & implement policies & procedures; 
Admin fiscal operations establishing 
serv rates & coordinating finan report-
ing; Maintain communication between 
governing boards, med staff, & dptmt 
heads; Monitor diagnostic serv & staff to 
ensure efficient use of resources & as-
sess needs for additional staff, equip, & 
serv; Maintain awareness of advances 
in medicine, computerized diagnostic & 
treatment, data processing, government 
reg, insurance & financing options. Job 
Req: 5 yrs of exp in health business 
managmnt & BS in Business Adm; or in 
the alternative: professional degree in 
Medicine/ Health + 2 yrs of exp in Busi-
ness Adm/Managmnt. Advanced com-
munication skills & MS soft Proficiecy. 
Apply through hr.obgyn@gmail.com"

RETAIL SALES ASSOC.
Retailer of fine French linens
seeks full-time sales associate
for our Bethesda location.
The ideal candidate will
have previous sales or
design experience.  A
background in furniture
sales a plus!  Strong
communication skills required.  Competitive
salary plus bonus and benefits.  For
consideration, fax resume to Yves Delorme,
301-897-4098 or call 301-897-5009.

Yves Delorme
PARIS

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Looking for 10 people to work, to 

replace 10 people who didn’t.  Make 
$700 to $1200 a week.  Call Derek at 

571-432-5455

SALES PERSON
Part-time • Top Salary

Excellent working conditions.
Flexible hours. No nights/Sundays.

Requirements: retail clothing experience, ener-
getic, mature, pleasant personality, fluent English

Call Mrs. Shipe Between 11am & 4pm
MAE’S DRESS BOUTIQUE

703-356-6333 • McLean, Virginia

Ladies Apparel

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT!!!!
Excellent Opportunity for 

School Teachers and College 
Students!!!

OVER $1,700 in 2 weeks!!! Locations 
available throughout Northern Virginia.  
Must be 18 years old and willing to work 
long hours everyday from June 17 - July 
6.  For more info and online application 
go to www.tristatefireworks.com

TELEMARKETING
Commercial Cleaning co in Fairfax seeking 

exp’d telemarketer to set appointments.   
Hourly wage + comm + bonus.  

P/T  9-1,  F/T  9-5. Call Matt: 703-698-1200 
or e-mail resume: matt.iuli@jan-pro.com

VETERINARY ASSISTANT
FT/PT.  AAHA Veterinary Hospital in Hern-
don, VA.  Primary care/handling, assist with 
treatments & facility cleaning resps.  HS di-
ploma & exp pref’d.  Must be a team player 
with friendly attitude.  Work weekends & 
evenings as well as day time schedules.  

Call Julie: 703-437-5655 or
Fax resume: 703-437-9238

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Email internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com
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CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles

•Repairs •Reroofs

•Flat Roofs

Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Deck, Porch, Fence, Stamped Concrete,
Stone, Paver, Driveway, Patio, Walkway,

Retaining Wall, Landscape, Design & Build,
Full Ground Maintenance

703-619-1133 • 703-599-2300
verdescapesllc.com

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Prompt Reliable Service
Seasonal plantings & garden

maintenance to suite your
personal taste

Stacey 703-242-2421
Lic & Ins

Flower Garden Delight
Est 1995

703-339-5773
Free Estimates

Flagstone & Pavers
www.cdmconstruction.net

We Fix Patios, Sidewalks,
Driveways and Retaining

Walls Fast!

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

SPRING SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

DECKS

DECK RENEWAL
High Pressure

CLEANING/SEALING
● Fencing 

●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

HOME
 IMPROVEMENT

Repairs & Remodeling:
Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHome
Improvement.com

No Job too Small

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

ROGER ROOTER
PLUMBING

MENTION THIS AD FOR 20% OFF

No Job too Small
Senior & Govt. Discounts
Visa, MC Accepted
703-299-4999

PLUMBING PLUMBING
PAINTING PAINTING

HAULING

LANDSCAPING

EXPERT
TREE CUTTING, STUMP REMOVAL

AT AFFORDABLE FEES

HES Co. LLC.
703-203-8853 • 571-437-8383 (cell)

hestreeco@gmail

Mulch, Gutter, Landscape

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Painting,
Wallpaper Hanging, Removal & Repair

Over 20 years exp.!
Free Estimates! Prompt Service!

Excellent Refs.!
703-425-3200
Licensed, Insured, & Bonded!

FEMALE OWNED & OPERATED

WALLPAPERING WALLPAPERING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

PAINTING

Painting:
Interior & exterior
Faux finishes
Wallpapering:
installation &
removal
Drywall & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

703-728-1717

Professional

WALLCOVERING

www.Patriot Painting.net

Deep Winter
Discounts

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PLOUTIS PAINTING
& CONTRACTING

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING
GENERAL CARPENTRY & MORE
OVER 48 YEARS EXPERIENCE

*FREE ESTIMATES
Mention Ad for 10% Discount

703-360-1215
WWW.PLOUTISPAINTING.COM

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

LANDSCAPING PAINTING

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Among the many words that I don’t know
how to use in a sentence — or spell, either —
is narcissistic; a word, a description, I’ve often
heard, but usually not in a flattering way. So
I’ve researched further. According to The
American Heritage Dictionary, the definition of
narcissistic is “excessive love of oneself.” The
derivation of the word narcissistic is Greek
mythology, specifically having to do with a
youth named Narcissus who was so in love with
himself and his own reflection in a pond than
he was with Echo (another character in Greek
mythology), her unrequited love caused her to
pine away until nothing but her voice
remained, (but leaving a word and definition
with which I/we are familiar). Simple enough, I
suppose. But, is its proper use as a noun, an
adjective, an adverb? And though, I guess I
understand its meaning now, its use and place-
ment in speech and print still escapes me.

Self-absorbed, self-indulgent, self-impor-
tant; I can certainly use those “selfs” in a sen-
tence, but as a theme for an entire column,
we’ll see. If these three “selfs” are indeed varia-
tions of the narcissistic theme, than I would say
I have a much greater appreciation for their use
and perhaps their abuse than previously under-
stood. And the reason I even mention this is,
due to the misconception of some (readers,
friends and family), of the point/relevance of
my columns. If they are relevant at all, meaning
their content resonates with some reader,
somewhere, its resonance has to do with what
is written, not by whom it is written. Believe
me, the last reason any of what I write about is
important is because yours truly is writing it.
Nothing could be further from the truth (act-
ually, me claiming to be well-informed on a
variety of topics, either domestic or interna-
tional, would be further from the truth, but you
get the idea, I’m sure). The truth is, I’m really
Joe Schmoe, enduring the same kinds of misfor-
tunes, highs and lows, circumstances and situa-
tions, as everyone else. I’m not significant or
unique or any more informed than everyone
else; in fact, I’m probably less so.

Generally speaking, I’m not different that
any of you regular readers, well maybe a little
bit different. That difference being that I have
the ability to string together words in a reasona-
bly intelligent fashion (thanks to my editor) and
I have a public forum (Connection Newspapers
and our Web site,
www.connectionnewspapers.com) in which to
do so. As my brother, Richard, says, I am able
“to churn out this dribble without too many
blockages or ‘encumbrances,’ (one of my
deceased father’s favorite words, and yet
another word I may not be using correctly), but
a word I will use in a sentence, unlike
narcissistic.

What I write about is only important if it
rings true with the reader. It is absolutely not
important because I’m ringing it. If anything
that I write about is familiar to you, then you
too can join the club, a club that, contrary to
Grouch Marx’s favorite line that he “would
never join a club that would accept him as a
member,” is happy to accept any and all of
you. The reason being, the more members that
join the club, the more unity there will be. And
if there is indeed strength in numbers, given
our perfect storm-type world economy/events
of the day: escalating unemployment, out-of-
our-control oil, gasoline, home heating oil and
natural gas prices, wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
terrorism threats, impossibly tight credit mar-
kets, bankruptcies of major corporations and all
the implications and complications thereof,
etc., we ‘re probably better off knowing/reading
that we are not alone. We’re all in this together.
It’s not about me, it’s about we!

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Who, Me?
By KENNETH B. LOURIE
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SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

FOR COURT USE ONLY
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: (SOLO PARA USO DE LA CORTE)
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
AARON HERNANDEZ, SPECTRUM FINANCIAL, LLC AKA
SPECTRUM FINANCIAL FUNDING, AND DOES 1 THROUGH 20
inclusive

CASE NUMBER: MSC08-03159
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: (Número del Caso):
(LO ESTÁ DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
MICHAEL AMANKWAH

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons and legal papers are served on you 
to file a written response at this court and have a copy served on the plaintiff. A letter or 
phone call will not protect you. Your written response must be in proper legal form if you 
want the court to hear your case. There may be a court form that you can use for your 
response. You can find these court forms and more information at the California Courts 
Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or the 
courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee 
waiver form. If you do not file your response on time, you may
lose the case by default, and your wages, money, and property may be taken without fur-
ther warning from the court. There are other legal requirements. You may want to call an 
attorney right away. If you do not know an attorney, you may want to call an
attorney referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you may be eligible for free le-
gal services from a nonprofit legal services program. You can locate these nonprofit 
groups at the California Legal Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the 
California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contact-
ing your local court or county bar association.

Tiene 30 DÍAS DE CALENDARIO después de que le entreguen esta citación y papeles le-
gales para presentar una respuesta por escrito en esta corte y hacer que se entregue 
una copia al demandante. Una carta o una llamada telefónica no lo protegen. Su re-
spuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal correcto si desea que procesen su 
caso en la corte. Es posible que haya un formulario que usted
pueda usar para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios de la corte y más in-
formación en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de California (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/self-
help/espanol/), en la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte que le quede más 
cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota de presentación, pida al secretario de la corte que le 
dé un formulario de exención de pago de cuotas. Si no presenta
su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podrá qui-
tar su sueldo, dinero y bienes sin más advertencia. Hay otros requisitos legales. Es re-
comendable que llame a un abogado inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un abogado, 
puede llamar a un servicio de remisión a abogados. Si no puede pagar a un abogado, es 
posible que cumpla con los requisitos para obtener servicios
legales gratuitos de un programa de servicios legales sin fines de lucro. Puede encon-
trar estos grupos sin fines de lucro en el sitio web de California Legal Services, 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de California,
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol/) o poniéndose en contacto con la corte o el 
colegio de abogados locales.
other (specify):

The name and address of the court is:
(El nombre y dirección de la corte es):
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA
Martinez District 
725 Court St, Martinez, CA 94553
The name, address, and telephone number of plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an attorney, 
is:
(El nombre, la dirección y el número de teléfono del abogado del demandante, o del deman-
dante que no tiene abogado, es):
Harvey W. Stein (Bar#43725)
Law Offices of Harvey W. Stein
499-14th Street, Suite 210, Oakland, CA 94612

Deputy Clerk, by
(Adjunto) (Secretario)

DATE: DEC. 17, 2008
(Fecha)
(For proof of service of this summons, use Proof of Service of Summons (form POS-010).)
(Para prueba de entrega de esta citatión use el formulario Proof of Service of Summons, 
(POS-010)).
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You are served
1.as an individual defendant
2. as the person sued under the fictitious name of (specify)
3. on behalf of (specify):
CCP 416.10 (corporation)
CCP 416.20 (defunct corporation)
CCP 416.40 (association or partnership)
under:
4. by personal delivery on (date):
Form Adopted for Mandatory Use
Judicial Council of California
SUM-100 [Rev. January 1, 2004] SUMMONS
Code of Civil Procedure §§ 412.20, 465

CCP 416.60 (minor)
CCP 416.70 (conservatee)
CCP 416.90 (authorized person)

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified
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116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

SOUTH RIVER MARINA
Edgewater, MD

Seasonal Hi & Dry Boat Storage
as low as $1,000

Annual Hi & Dry Boat Storage
as low as $1800

Lift slips from $4500

410-798-1717    301-261-4985

207 Boats 207 Boats

12 Commercial Lease

McLean OFFICE SPACE: 
For lease 1,812-4,414 sq. ft. 
available. Excellent location 
in the heart of McLean. Pre-
mier professional building, 
walking distance to restau-
rants, banks, health clubs, 
and hotels. For info call Car-
ol Murphy or Nora Foley 
(703) 893-5141 or email at 
cmurphy@rosenthalproper-
ties.com or nfoley@rose-
nthalproperties.com

VIENNA, VA 
Gorgeous office condo for 
sale or lease, 1,500 sq ft, 
convenient to Metro and City 
of Vienna, ideal for profes-
sional office; free surface 
parking for info call Carol 
Murphy or Nora Foley 
(703) 893-5141 or email at 
cmurphy@rosenthalproper-
ties.com or nfoley@rose-
nthalproperties.com

15 Getaways

Rehoboth Beach house/w pool 
Sleeps 9. Call for May/June 
prices. Sun -Fri. July/$1000,  
Aug/$1000 . 703-879-6021

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

Flea Market Tysons Corner
Sat 9-4 starting 5/16 buy/sell 

at the Old Easterns building on 
Rt 7, 8590 Leesburg Pike 

Vienna, Vendors welcome! 
(for info) 301-689-1992

McLean Hamlet 30th Annual 
Neighborhood Yard Sale. 

Sat May 9th, 9 am-12 noon. 
Lewinsville & Falstaff Rds.

Rain or Shine

30 Misc. Wanted

Diabetes Test Strips Wanted
Any Type, Any Brand 

Will Pay Cash up to $10.00 
Per Box

Call Amber 703-855-6558

32 Lost

LOST COCKATIEL
PLEASE HELP US 

FIND HIM…
Our cockatiel is grey and 
yellow with bright orange 
cheeks. He responds to his 
name which is joojoo. If you 
find him please let us 
know…There will be a $200 
reward for anyone who 
brings him back to us. 
Please call us at 202-420-
0420 or 703-430-4493 and 
ask for Mona. We really ap-
preciate your help!

100 Music

Piano Lessons-
your home

Guitar, Clarinet, Flute, 
Saxophone,more

Serving Northern Va.

Traveling Teachers
703-385-8229

We tune pianos too!

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

bob@rstarcomputerman.com
703-535-3254
ComputerMan

for Individuals &
Small Businesses

PERSONAL
COMPUTER
SERVICES

✓ Advice on Equipment
✓ Set Up and Configuration
✓ Installation
✓ Troubleshooting
✓ Tutorials and Instruction
✓ General Help

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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3 CU. FT. SHREDDED HARDWOOD MULCH $2.99

SALEIMPATIENS
TOMATO PLANTS MARKET PACKS

.97¢
REG. $1.89

CACTI
BONSAI

SUCCULENTS
25% OFF

ORCHIDS
25% OFF

BULK MULCH
$19.99 Per Cu. Yd.

Reg. $29.99

TOPSOIL
PLAYGROUND CHIPS
$19.99 Per Cu. Yd.

USED RAILROAD TIES
#1  $19.99   #2  $14.99

FOUNTAINS,
BIRDBATHS,
STATUES &
BENCHES
25% OFF

GROUND COVER
SALE

Ivy.........Approx. 100.........$24.95
Pachysandra..Approx. 100..$21.95
Vinca........Approx. 50 ......$24.95
Liriope.......Gallon...........$3.99

10 Sizes & Colors
PENNSYLVANIA
WALL STONE
$299 Full Pallet
$149 Half Pallet

$89 Quarter Pallet

25% OFF ALL 2008
TREES & SHRUBS

ALL POTTERY
60–75% OFF
LARGEST SELECTION
 IN THE WASHINGTON AREA
New Shipments Weekly

PATIO
WALLS

WALKWAYS
PAVER

DRIVEWAYS

& SO MUCH
MORE

PATIO
WALLS

WALKWAYS
PAVER

DRIVEWAYS

& SO MUCH
MORE

HERBS
OVER 100 VARIETIES

KNOCKOUT ROSES
3 GALLON $19.99

AZALEAS
3 GALLON $12.99

SINCE
1973

HOLLIES 35% OFF Select Grown 5’-10’

50% OFF
ALL WICKER BASKETS

1/2 Whiskey
Barrels 38.75

ROSES  
$26.75

HANGING
BASKETS
LIKE YOU’VE
NEVER SEEN

$2.00 OFF ALL
BASKETS

PERENNIALS
Over 1000
Varieties

4” to 3 Gallons

HOSTA
20% OFF

Star
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